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IT.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—P olice. 

z Sanjivani (Calcutta) of the 19th March publishes following com- 
= | inte against the chaukidari tax réesived from 
correspondents :— ; 

(1) Katkala, Horghly.—The chaukidari tax was imposed in Kaikala and 
ita neighbouring villages about a year ago, and much unfairness was practised 
in the assessment of the tax. People who bore any relation to the assessors 
escaped with low assessments, whilst other people, though worse off, were more 
highly assessed, Great alarm was caused in the village by the threats which 
were held out at the time of first realising the tax. A poor woman came to 
the correspondent’s house at the time and wanted to deposit with him her 
domestic utensils for fear of their being seized in realisation of the chaukidari 
tax. Another woman came to the correspondent with a bill of the tax in her 
hand and begged him to save her from the liability to pay the tax, as her only 
income was what she earned by selling cakes of cowdung and other fuel. 

The chaukidars themselves were dissatisfied at the imposition of the tax, 
for they liked service lands better than a salary in money, 

The amount which is realised as tax from the villagers is made to include 
chaukidars’ salary, dafadars’ salary, the cost of the chaukidars’ and the 
dafadars’ uniforms and some balance over and above. 

The poor villagers would be glad to be rid of chaukidars, for they require 
the services of no chaukidars to guard their dilapidated huts and their few 
ragged clothes, the only property they possess. ‘I'he few well-to.do people 
wko have property enough to guard can well keep durwans to guard it. Is it 
possible for the villagers, poor as they are, to pay the chaukidari tax over and 
above the road cess and the other taxes they have to pay. Besides, there is not 
the least danger of the public peace being frequently broken in a poor and life- 
less village in the absence of chaukidars. ‘The people would not even object to 
the employment of soldiers in the Government’s pay as keepers of the public 
peace, if that would save them from the chaukidari tax. 

If Government does not see its way to altogether abolish the chaukidari 
system in Kaikala, it should reduce the number of chaukidars to only one. 

(2) Dakshin Chatra, 24-Parganas.—The village is included in No. 7 Ghosh- 
pur Union, Baduria thana. The rate of the chaukidari tax in the village is 
now double of what it was some five or seven years ago, and a population con- 
sisting mostly of poor agriculturists and day-labourers are finding it most 
difficult to pay the tax. No injustice is done in assessing the tax on well- 
to-do people, but great injustice is done to the poor. 


The following points require special mention in connection with the 
present chaukidari administration :— 


(a) Chaukidars do not keep watch and ward at night. 

(5) No one knows what the duties of the dafadar are. From his manner 
of conducting himself he would appear to be a high police officer, 
but his pay is, all the same, charged on the villagers. 

(c) Formerly chaukidars used to receive a very small salary and the 
collecting panchayet was allowed no commission on his collec- 
tions. But now chaukidars receive Rs. 5 each, dafadars Rs. 6 
each, and the collecting panchayet a commission of 10 per cent. 


The villagers have also to pay for the uniforms of the chauki- 
dars and dafadars. 


(3) Netrakona, Mymensingh.—The panchayet is responsible for all the 
scandal which attends the chaukidari administration. Most of the panchayets 
are ignorant and illiterate men without the least sense of duty, whose sole aim 
is to extort money from the people on some pretext or other. Not unfrequent- 
ly, the police, from motives of private gain, appoint incompetent men as 
panchayets, although the services of better men are available. The truth is that 


The Chaukidari tax. 


a reform of the system of appointing panchayets has become necessary, if the. 


Oppression in connection with the administration of the chaukidari tax is to be 
removed. At present, panchayets do not exempt from the tax people who 
deserve to be exempted, but show favour to their own relations and acquain- 
tances, no matter how well off they are. The law requires that the amount 
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of the tax to be assessed upon a villager mast be proportionate to his need of the 
services of achaukidar; but this principle is not observed in practice. The 
panchayets, .moreover, realise from the villagers more than the amounts which 
‘are shewn as the assessed tax in the statement which is submitted to the sub- 
divisional office. Last year the cost of the chaukidars’ uniforms was realise] 
twice, and not less than Rs, 27 was realised as such cost in a certain mahalla, 
As for the chaukidars, villagers never get the least service from them, 
They are always ready to do mischief to the villagers, but seldom any good, 
None but lazy and worthless men, who are unfit to earn their livelihood in an 
other way, agree to Serve as ehaukidars. They are too incompetent to be 
entrusted with any duty. A chaukidar, as a matter of fact, is now seldom seen 
in a village, except when he has tu realise the tax, which, however, is realised 
with the greatest punctuality and rigour. The least delay in the payment of 
the tax brings the panchayet to a man’s door ready to sell his moveables, and not 
the least merey is shewn to the poorest man. 

2. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 19th March says that the Sita Kundu 

: mela, which took place in Chittagong during the 
Mismanagement of the Sita Sirgralrt festival, was most mismanaged in spite of 
— the comparatively small number of pilgrims 
assembled there. It was at first notified by the mela Magistrate, Mr. Vernede, 
that no methar service would be provided out of the mela fund. But this 
notification was cancelled and a fresh order was issued allowing the owner of 
each hotel the services of a single methar. As the number of methars was limited, 
night-soil and refuse gathered in heaps, and the foul gas from the accumulated 
filth tainted the whole locality. In previous years the mela Magistrate made 
arrangements for supply of drinking water to the pilgrims by clearing about 
13 or 14 tanks so as to make them fit for drinking purposes, But this year 
portions of only 4 tanks were ordered to be cleared by the new mela Magistrate. 
The water-suyply was very insufficient, and the pilgrims had to drink filthy 
water. Owing to these causes the melt was most mismanaged. It has become 
a custom to appoint raw Assistant Magistrates as mcla Magistrates. Their 
inexperience is the principal cause of such mismanagement. If the mela 
Magistrate acts in consultation with the me/a Committee such mismanagement 
will be avoided in future. 

3. Babu Gokul Chandra Datta of Radha Bazar, Calcutta, writes to the 
Mitavadi [Calcutta] of the 20th March to say that 
on the 8th March last he was crossing the Hooghly 
near the Kankinara station on the Eastern Bengal 
State Railway in a boat, when a high wind rose and almost upset the boat, 
The manjt turned pale. Seeing the wind too strong for him, Gokul Babu took 
the helm in his own hand and steered the boat safely to the bank. At that 
time a ferry-boat with a weak boy at the helm was crossing the river with 
about 10 passengers of both sexes. The lives of these people were saved by a 
respectable man among them, who, with great courage and power, steered the 
boat to the bank, where it foundered at once. There was no oarsman on the boat. 
Ferry-ghat vardars ought to be compelled to man each ferry-boat with a good 
manjs and at least one oarsman. It is hoped that such an important matter as 
this will not escape the attention of the authorities. : 

4. A correspondent of the same paper writes thatan attempt has been made 
to hush up the case of death in Gar Pandua in the 
Hooghly district. Some of the articles which the 
deceased had with him are missing. His chadar 
has been found, covered with mud, at some distance from the scene of 
occurrence. ‘The deceased was a good Christian, and was of an unimpeach- 
able moral character. He was a wise man with a cheerful disposition. He had 
no reason to comnont suicide. This is a case not of suicide, but of murder. 
Somebody, after murdering him, caused his dead body to be hung from 2 
tree, The man who was sent to the place of occurrence to make an enquiry, 
says that the people of the locality do not believe that he committed suicide. 

5. A correspondent writes tothe same paper that theft and dacoity are free 
- quently occurring in Nadia town. On the night of the 
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tee 2nd February last some budmashes entered into the 
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two, and arried away every thing she had. Thefts with house-breaking have 
been committed in the shops of Rai Charan Kansari and Abhuya Tanti of the 
local : bazar, and also in the house of Gokul Kansari in Poramatla, and 
valuables in cash and ornaments have been carried away. The last case 
occurred at-noon on the 28th February last. The police has been able to. trace 
none of these cases. The only work the police appears to do is to oppress 
the people. Even such poor men as sell beads on roadsides on the occasion of 
melas have-to gratify the police. Inthe last Gan-melaone of these poor men was 
severely beaten by a constable for refusing to give him strings of beads, and he 
was afterwards fined one anna on the charge of committing a nuisance on a public 
road. People fear to oppose the police from a fear of being arrested on false 

charges. Caen 

6. A correspondent writes to the same paper that dacoity is occuring 
very frequently in the Altarha, Bejrha, Madhavpur, 
Garji, Bilkuli and some other villages under the Sin- 
gur thana in the Hooghly district. From the 7th February to the 7th March last 
not less than 7 or 8 cases of dacoity occurred there. The culprits are 
seldom traced. They are mostly up-country coolies who work in the mills in 
Gondaipara, Chandernagore, and other neighbouring places. 

Another correspondent writing from Makarhdaha complains of the great 
prevalence of theft, dacoity, house-breaking, &c., in the Hooghly district. 
Peshwaris, wandering gangs and gundas have made their way into the villages 
and made the lives and properties of the villagers unsafe. During the last few 
years many large dacoities have been committed by Peshawaris and railway 
coolies. Peshwaris are seen sauntering in railway stations without any object 
that can be seen. ‘T'wo years ago one of them tried to pick the pocket of a 
friend of the complainant in the Telkalghat Station, but ran away on being 
detected. At the place where the Bengul-Nagpur Railway crosses the Howrah- 
Amta Railway line, budmashes regularly rob and waylay passengers every 
night. A number of up-country Musalman gundas are at present seen to 
wander aimlessly on the Makarhdaha road and in the adjoining villages. 

A third correspondent says that on the 3rd March last a fearful dacoity 
was committed in the house of Nivaran Chandra Chatterji, an inhabitant of the 
Garji village under the Singur thana in the Hooghly district, and valuables in 
cash and ornaments were carried away. A neighbour named Sidheswar 
Haldar was so severely beaten by the dacoits that he is lying in a precarious 
condition. Four days before this occurrence two dacoities were committed 
in the neighbouring village, Bijrha, and another dacoity was committed a few 
days ago in the house of one Apal Ghosh in the Madhavpur village. 

7. The Bangavast (Calcutta | of the 21st March has the following :—- 
According to the Pioneer the police are not so 
worthless as they are represented to be, and they are 
painted blacker than they should be. ‘Is it not a fact’ asks our contemporary, 
‘ that the life and property of the Indian public are quite as secure as the 
life and property of the European public? Is it not a fact that gang robbery 
has ceased to exist? Is it not now safe to travel on roads and in railway 
carriages and steamers?” The reply to this must be that it is true that 
whether owing to the efficiency of the police or owing to the efficiency of the 
English administration, thefts, dacoities and murders are now fewer than 
before. But how many officers of the stamp of those who suppressed thuggism 
are now to be found in the ranks of police officers? Whether the Pioneer 
knows it or not, people in this country, particularly people living in villages, 
know that many cases of theft, dacoity and oppression committed in the 
mufassal never reach the ears of the authorities. Railway and steamer 
passengers run no risk, it is true, of loss of life, but they often run great risk 
of loss of pro rty, for there is a fearfully large number of swindlers, and 
pick-pockets an | cut-purses, male and female, native and foreign, of various 
descriptions. There has been of late a great recrudescence of robbery in 
certain localities. Many thefts, dacoities and murders remain untraced. Are 
these proofs of the efficiency of the police? — . 

Our contemporary thinks that the police of this country are better than 
the police of all other countries. ‘he Indian police,” says our contempor- 
ary “have a harder task before them than the police in England, ‘The people 
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a. 


of this country think it a disgrace to appear ina Criminal Court. The policg 
cannot, therefore, often produce sufficient evidence against the accused.” Tho 
ople of this country, however, think differently. No one ventures to sa 
anything tothe police for fear of being oppressed, and people think that they 
are safe if they can keep themselves at a distance from the police. In some 
cases, in consequence of secret: agreements with the accused, the police do 
not allow the witnesses for the complainant to appear in Court. There are 
cases in which volice officers let off the real culprit, on receipt of illegal grati- 
fication, and put an innocent person into the dock. 

Our contemporary is unable to deny that the police are corrupt. But it 
sets up a curious defence of the police all the same. Our contemporary 
says:— ‘The police, we grant, are corrupt. But who is not corrupt? What 
department is free from corruption? Many patwaris are corrupt, Ticket 
Babus are corrupt, station-masters are corrupt. Corruption is not confined to 
the Police Department. Why then this outcry against the police?” Corrup- 
tion does indeed prevail more or less in other departments. But would our 
contemporary defend corruption in the police on that ground? But there is 
a difference between corruption in the police and corruption in other depart- 
ments, The number of those who take bribes ana the. amounts of those 
bribes are far greater in the Police Department than in any other department. 
Besides, while payment of bribes docs no harm in other departments it is 
often productive of great mischief in the Police Department, for, on receipt of 
illegal gratification, the police often harass people who are either completely 
innocent or are guilty of but very trivial offences. No person oppressed by 
a badmash can obtain any redress without oiling the palms of a corrupt police 
officer. Any amount paid at the payer’s option does not do in such cases, 
The amount to be paid is dictated by the police themselves. In fine, the police 
possess immense powers which they are free to abuse. It is therefore easy to 
imagine the amount of oppression which the police are able to commit if 
so minded, and there is such a loud outcry against the police simply because 
- most police officers are extremely oppressive. 

Another curious defence of the police set up by our contemporary is. that 
a writer inthe ‘‘Nineteenth Century” did not take the police in England to 
task for the increase in the number of professional criminals in England and 
particularly in London. But the writer in question happens to be no other 
than the Assistant Commissioner of the London Police. His refraining from 
finding fault with the police of which he is himself a member is therefore worth 
-jittle as a justification in this case. 

Our contemporary do2s not agree with those who are of opiniop that an 
increase in the pay of the lower police officers will attract men of education 
and respectability to the lower grades of the police service and thus bring 
about a gradual reform of the Police Department. Increase of pay, urges 
cur contemporary, will only lead police officers to demand higher bribes than 
-at present. We, for ourselves, cannot agree at all iu this view. A Daroga 
of the lowest grade now obtains a salary of Rs. 30 out of which he has to 
keep a horse and a syce at a cost of about Rs. 12, which leaves him only Rs, 18 
a month for the maintenance of himself and family. What wonder then that 
honest people should refuse service in tne Police Department or be ultimately 
driven to corruption by pecuniary distress? A man who has once obtained 
a taste of illegal gratification can never resist its temptation. That is why 
there are so many corrupt and oppressive officers in the Police Department. 
It is our belief that an increase in the pay of the lower police officers will 
induce comparatively honest and educated people to accept service in the 
lower grades of the Police Department. 

The reason why, according to our contemporary, respectable people 
refuse police service is that police officers ure subject to frequent transfers 
and have often to live in unhealthy places, But this is an argument which 
applies with equal force to officers of the Postal Department where there is no 
lack of honest people. Whether rightly or wrongly many people still think 
that the number of educated and polite officers is very small in the higher 
police offices. Men of education and character want to serve under men of 
similar qualifications. Such men do nat care, therefore, to take service in the 
Police Department. Considering the immense powers that are vested in the 
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higher police officers, Government should take particular care that all such 
officers are men of education and honesty. In that case good men will agree 
~ ¢o serve also in the lower grades of the de artment. 
g, The Medini Bandhav [ Midnapore of the 28rd March complains of Mxonn Baxpzay, 
damage done to houses by fire in the villages of Mar. 2:4, 1908. 
Fires oe ateiet. illages in the Dirah Kata and Anandapur in the Midnapore 
sini NE District. The Faso : one Gadadhar Ghosh in 
Di ata has been completely burnt down. Fires are breaking out at 
ne of a day or two. The = ought to find out the cause of this. 


(b)\— Working of the Courts. | Jk 
Suhrid [Noakhali) of the 14th March says : — SunRID, | Jae 
. A servant of Abdul Rahaman,a coach-builder Mar. 14th, 1908. 
A Deputy Magistrate of Noa- (¢ Noakhali, applied for a summons against one 
— Bidhu Bhusan Sen of the town, in the Court of ay 
Babu Sashi Bhusan Sen, the Deputy Magistrate in charge of the place, on the (he 
grounds that the said Bidhu Bhusan had kicked him, a circumstance which he 7 
could prove by the testimony of many respectable witnesses. As the accused 
happened to be a relative of the Deputy Magistrate, he did not try the case 
himself, but after consulting with another Deputy Magistrate, Babu Purna 
Chandra Mallik, transferred the case to his Court. But Purna Babu is also a 
friend of the accused. Why did he then take up the cuse ? 
10. The Barisal Hitaishi | Barisal] of the 17th March, writes :— Bansal HiTatsut, 
Repeated changes of Subordinate Judges in Mar. 17th, 1903. 
- Change of Subordinate Judges Barisal town have caused much inconvenience to 
piceceeea the public. These Subordinate Judges are sent 
away from Barisal before they acquire a thorough knowledge of the land- 
system of the District, which is responsible for much of its land litigation. 
The law allows few appeals to the High Court in questions of fact and few 
people can go beyond the Judge’s Court with appeals where appeals are 
permitted. As the Judges have very little time to hear appeals, the Subor- 
dinate Judges have to bear them. But if the Subordinate Judges are not 
thoroughly acquainted with the peculiarities of the land system of their districts 
they cannot decide difficult land suits. An experienced and a permanent 
Subordinate Judge is therefore wanted in Barisal,” 
11. The same paper says that the people of Patuakhali, in Barisal, have puprsar Brravapt 
oe been relieved of the Deputy Magistrate, Babu 
Fn way relieved of a Deputy Chandi Charan Chatterji. This Deputy Magistrate 
3 ought not to be given charge of a subdivision. 
12. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the sar sar Visayv- 


18th March, writes :— an TA 


While trying a case of forgery, Mr. Garrett, PaTRIKA, 
the District Magistrate of Dinajpur, received a ™*- 18th, 1908. 4 
letter and left the Court hastily at half-past eleven on the 13th March. All 41s 
the persons assembled in the Court, including the parties, the witnesses and the 4 
pleaders, remained in Court from half-past eleven to 5 o’clock in the evening, 

when it became known that the Magistrate had gone to shoot a tiger. If the a 
Magistrate had given intimation of the fact beforehand, the people assembled | 
in his Court would have been spared this trouble and inconvenience. —«TE 

13. The Khulna Khulna} of the 19th March, says :— KHULNA, i 


i ee ee! a The District Magistrate of Khulna has dis- Mar. 19th, 1908. 
Tinles ew 68 gaissed some of the criminal appeals tried by him 
: in Camp, when on tour in the Bagerhat subdivi- 
sion. He did not give a hearing to the pleaders and the mukhtears appointed 
by the appellants. He sometimes tries cases in a similar fashion in his private | ie 
chamber. The Magistrate does not follow the law in dismissing appeals. , | 
In cases in which Government employés are called as witnesses he some- a 
times allows heavier costs than poor people can pay. ; ae 
14. A correspondent rho or Calcutta] of the 20th March, says —=_ Brmavani, ; . / 
_ that one of the munsifs of Narayanganj in the Mar. 20th, 1008. 4 
in apa ei hae Dacca district’ is in the habit of eh a delays of 
i ' one, two or even three months in delivering judg- _ 
ments. This sometimes causes serious miscarriage of justice,- and ie has, - 
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as a matter of fact, more than once delivered judgments quite opposed to the 
opinions expressed by him immediately after hearing the arguments on both 
sides of the cases, 


Another munsif of the same place is very fond of striking off cases, This 
he does even in the presence of the parties concerned. He also shows great 
reluctance to sanction retrials of cases. He also harasses parties and witnesses 
by unnecessarily postponing cases. Recently he has issued an order to the 
effect that no pleader or mukhtear should consult the records of cases. Baby 
Mahesh Chandra De asked for permission to consult the records of a case 
and was threatened by the munsif with fine for contempt of Court. 


15. In continuation of what has appeared in a previous issue (see 

Report on Native Papers for 21s t March, para- 
graph 18), the same paper says that Mr. Mahmud 
Hassan’s knowledge of English is so poor that 
he writes ‘‘aria” for ‘‘area,” “idia” for‘‘ idea,’ ‘ choise” for “ choice,” 
&c., in judgments. In December last 80 rent-suits in connection with 
the Nayagaon Indigo — were being tried in his Court. During this 
trial the manager of the factory said, in his deposition, that his brother 
was at that time in the Jersey island; \‘‘Garzi?” exclaimed the learned 
munsif. The spelling of the word had to be dictated to him, When 
taking down depositions Mr. Hassan has frequently to be enlightened by others 
about the orthography of words. As for his English composition, it is as good 
as his orthography. In July 1901, Babu Nrisinha Chandra Biswas, Mr. Hassan’s 
peshkar, took eave and Babu Lalji Prasad, the sheristadar, officiated for him 
in violation of the rule that a sheristadar should not officiate for a peshkar. 


On the 6th of that month he passed the following order in a case under section 
810A of the Civil Procedure Code :— 


‘Phe judgment-debtor has deposited the money. The decree is satisfied 
in full. It is therefore ordered 


That the petition be rejected with costs. 


Mr. Mahmud Eassan, Munsif 
of Beguseral. 


M. Hassan, 
Munsif.” 


What actually happened was that Mr, Hassan asked Babu Lalji Prasad 
what the order should be, and the latter dictated the above. This he had 
afterwards to admit before the pleader, Babu Mosaheb Lal, who stood for the 

etitioner. So much for Mr. Hassan’s legal training and general attainments. 
n even small matters he has to depend on pleaders. In December 1901, 
Babu Achyutanand Roy had actually to dictate the judgment in the title-case 
No. 26 in which Babu Hari Prasad was the complainant and Babu Raghu 
Pashan was the defendant. The draft judgment thus written was afterwards 
copied out. So long as Mr. Hassan was in the 2nd Munsifi, Babu Nrisinha 
Chandra Biswas, peshkar, used to do most of his work. It is Nrisinha Babu 
who used to frame issues and write orders in all cases in Mr. Hassan’s Court. 
It is also said that the histories of cases at the outset of judgments used to be 
first written by Nrisinha Babu and then copied out by Mr. Hassan. In conse- 
quence of all this Nrisinha Babu wielded unbounded influence over the munsif, 
so much so that he was consulted by Mr. Hassan as to the relevancy of 
questions put to witnesses. Nrisinha Babu also used to draft applications for 
leave for Mr. Hassan, Mr. Hassan is a very witty man, but his wit generally 
leans towards ty. This impulse of his becomes irrepressible when Maulv1 
Abdulla, a pleader, and Maulvi Basarat, a mukhtear, are present. Whenever he 
receives an application for postponement he says that if he grants it the J udge 


saheb will dismiss him, It is true that the circular issued by the High Court 
on the 26th June 1903 says :-— : 


‘It is of the utmost importance that frequent and unnecessary fren “9@ 
ments should be consistently discouraged, and a District Judge shold call for 
and scrutinise some of the records of the cases before any of his subordinates, 


who appear, from their explanation regarding long-pending cases or otherwise, 
to be wanting in firmness in the matter,” — | 
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But this circular does not prevent a Munsif from granting postponements 
-* necessary and justified by circumstances connected with the cases concerned. 
In 1901, Mr. Vincent, District Judge, was very much displeased with Mr. Has- 
gan’s work in Madhepura and reported against him to the High Court. It was 
this Mr. Hassan who applied for being transferred to the Opium Department on 
the ground that promotion was very slow in the Provincial Judicial Service. 
When Mr. Bourdillon is his patron he may get anything and everything. 


16. The Mistabhashi [Calcutta] of the 21st March, says :-—~ 

A correspondent of our contemporary of the 
The Munsif Rabu Bhagabati 77jtavadi writes against Babu Bhagabati Charan 
om —_ Mitra, formerly Munsif of Beguserai. We cannot 
say why the correspondent did not dare to publish his strictures when the 
Munsif was at Beguserai. From personal experience we can say that Bhaga- 
bati Babu is a perfect gentleman and his method of trying cases is good and 

sound. We cannot subscribe to the writer’s comments, 


17. The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 23rd March says :— 
No outsider is allowed to enter the court 
A Deputy Magistrate of Mid- of Babu Jogendra Narayan Mitra, the Deputy 
napore. Magistrate of Midnapore. The other day, the 
Deputy Magistrate ordered his chaprasi to take by the ear and turn out from 
the Court a zamindar named Sarat Chandra Jana. The zamindar came to 
conduct a case in which his brother was the accused. The chaprast knew him 
to be a zamindar and did not consequently dare to seize him by the ear, 
Thereupon the a got up from his chair and pulled his chaprasi 
severely by his ear. Even this did not appease his anger, and he punished the 
zamindar by making him stand for two hours in his Uourt. 


(d)— Education. 


18. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh | of the 17th March, writes :— 
There is only one bathing ghdé in the river 
, ane students of Mymensingh t+ Mymensingh. Both men and women have to 
bathe at that gidt. This is fraught with mischief 


MISHTABASHI, 
Mar. 2ist, 1903. 


MBED1NI BANDHAVY, 
Mar, 23rd, 1903. 


CHarv MInIR, 
Mar, 17th, 1903. 


to the students who bathe in the river. When they bathe, a number of prosti- — 


tutes come to bathe there every day. These prostitutes have been allowed to 
build their houses close to the students’ messes. In the interest of the students, 
these women ought to be sent away from the locality, and they should be given 
either a separate ghd?, or a separate time should be fixed for their bathing. 


19. The Murshidabad Hitaishi [Murshidabad | of the 18th March says :— 
Hien ae It issurprising that the ¢ol pandits of Berham- 
anskrit Titles Examination in ° : 
the Berhampore Circle. pore should appear as examinees at the same Sanskrit 
Titles Examination with their pupils. Though this 
is not forbidden by rule, yet it looks odd. The pandits appear at the examina- 
tions with a view to obtaining stipends—a circumstance which deters young 


examinees from competition. Perhaps this fact accounts for the decrease in 
the number of candidates in the Berhampore centre. 


20. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 21st March says : — 
The questions set this year at the F. A. and 
Th qd y 
F. Sal kt lee. the B.A. examinations were unusually stiff. Too many 


_.__ questions were asked in each paper, more than 
could be answered within the allotted time. The tenth question of the first 
paper in the B, A. English course was as follows :— 


“What various readings do you note in the following passages :— 
(a) * . > (Ff * * (c) * * . 8 * 
Give reasons for preferring one reading or the other.” . 


The question has been asked from Palgrave’s Golden Treasury of Songs 

and Lyrics. We have consulted three different editions of Shelley Bes whose 

works the passage marked (a) has been quoted, but the reading is the same in 

those editions, Such questions are not expected to be answered by the students. 

Questions as to various readings are generally set from the works of classical 

re such as Shakespeare, &c. It is impossible to answer such minute 
uestions, | 


\ 


MURSHIDABAD 
HITalIsHi, 


Mar, 18th, 1903. 


BANGAVASI, 
Mar. 21st, 1998, 
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7 21. The Dacca Prakash [Dacca] of the 29nd 
Dacca PRAKASH, = g.. rit Entrance course of the : : sorte . 
Mar, 22nd, 1908. Gaiontia University. —— en its criticism of the Sanskrit 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


Canv Mrste, 22. ‘The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 17th March complains of 

Mar, 17th, 1903. insufficiency of water in the Mymensingh district, 

“i pe —" the My- and says that from this time to the beginning of 

the rainy season scarcity of water will be severely 

felt there. Without assistance from the Government and from the local 

zamindars, there is no chance of escape from this scarcity. The Government’s 
view in this matter is that the zamindars should help their raiyats in excavating 

wells and tanks. But we are sorry to say that, in some cases, the raiyats do 

not get permission from the zamindars to dig wells or tanks unless they liberally 


AEN ah wg 23. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika (Calcutta) of the 
: oe ANANDA-BAZAR . 18th March writes :-— 
| PaTRIKA, Insanitary condition of the hej f i 
Pigg Pe eng BP 5 = cco The increase of plague inthe northern quarter 


of Calcutta is due to its filthy and insanitary 
condition, It is a wonder that the municipal underlings do not clean that part 
of of the town. Plague is raging in a virulent form in Bagbazar Street, where 
iat filth from drains and the sweepings of the houses lie scattered in huge heaps- 
aha | | The foul effluvia from these heaps taints the whole neighbourhood. No arrange. 
aitie ment has been made for clearing and disinfecting the place. The condition of 
the drains there is deplorable. There are some buildings there into which 
neither air nor light can enter. Nuikaripara has also become unhealthy. 


Hitavap,, 24. A correspondent of the Mttavadi [ Calcutta] of the 20th March says that 
Mar. 20th, 1903, mee | owing to the scarcity of water due to the silting 
-n ee a * illages yp of the river at Narayantala, a village in the 24- 

’ : Parganas District, almost all the villagers and 

their neighbours have left their homes and the villages have become desolate. © 

The river ought to be re-excavated. 


Bancavasi, 25. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 21st March writes :— 

Mar. 2ist, 1903. Though the number of deaths has much in- 
yee Minicipality’s neglect of creased in Calcutta, the Municipality does not 
cute. t(“<~*~*s*t:*tS::é<S*S*é‘S:””*éOM tO tak’ an terest in the sanitation of the 

town, especially in its northern quarter. In that 
part of the town filth from drains and the sweepings of the houses lie scattered 
in huge heaps; a heavy shower of rain causes a flood. The municipal underlings 
do not carefully repair the streets of that quarter. The supply of filtered 


water is also not regular, and people have to suffer great inconvenience on this 
account, 


MuDINI BANDHAY, 26. The Medini Bandhav [ Midnapore] of the 23rd March says :— 

Mar.28rd, 1903, The receipts and disbursements under the 
head of Education in the annual report of the 
Midnapore Municipality show that the latter exceed 
the former by Rs. 1,902. This deficit is most probably due to the Municipality 
having to maintain the local college which it should not. Ifso, the public 


ap by bear this burden. The people will do well to apply to Government 
or ald, 
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The Midnapore Municipality's 
educational expenditure. 
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Mini BaNDHAV. 27. The same paper says that the vacancy caused by the death of the 

tax-daroza of the local Municipality has been 

An gppointment in the Midna- filled. up by the appointment of an outsider. The 

pore Municipality. ‘ . : 

, | a new appointment has caused great discontent in 

if the Municipal office. There would have been no such heartburning if the 

ig appointment had been given to the assistant tax daroga, who officiated for the 

7 tax daroga for two years. Outsiders should not be appointed if the claims of 

7 deserving men, already on the establishment, are thereby ignored. Moreover 

of the appointment has not been filled up by a competent man. The District 

if Magistrate and the Commissioner of the Division should enquire into the 
Li | } matter. ; 

‘7 i > 
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98. The Hindi Bangarasi (Calcutta) of the 23rd March has the follow- 


. in 
The new Municipal Commis- 8 


1m, LOcietta. "Before the passing of the Calcutta Municipal 


Act the European officials used to say that the 
Municipal Commissioners made it an invariable practice to put obstacles in the 
way of the transaction of business in the Municipal meetings, On the passing of 
the new law, Commissioners were appointed tocarry on business according to the 
spirit of the new law. But can any one say that they do not spend their time 
and energy in quarrelling with each other? We haveheard that at the last 
meeting of the Commissioners held in the Town Hall to discuss the municipal 
budget estimate, there was a great row, and one of the members poured filthy 
abuse upon the head of another, It is true that one thing is done by the 
new members with great credit, that is to say, they excel one another in sug- 
gesting new schemes for the improvement of the health of the southern divi- 
sion of the town. Can any one of them say that they ever turn their attention 
to the unhealthy condition of the Northern Division? In 1900, during the 
rainy season, almost all the streets in that division were knee deep under water 
for some davs together, and the bustees were like so many islands in the midst 
of asea, But the Commissioners sat quiet. ‘lo them the rate-payers’ money 
is worth no more than broken pieces of earthenware, and they therefore spend 
it as they like. The health of the town is becoming worse day by day. 

In the town water-supply is stopped just at 10 a.m., that is at a time when 
working people remain out of their bouses. The rates of taxes are getting 
higher and higher, but the comfort which the urban people are deriving is 
comparatively very small. The new Commissioners are doing nothing for the 
poorer classes. 

29. The Bankura Darpan [| Bankura] of the 23rd March, says that cholera 
has broken out in Bankura town in a virulent 
form. As scarcity of water is very acute, it is 
expected that the epidemic will spread over the district like wildfire. The 
local Municipality has done nothing to prevent the clothes of infected 
persons from being washed in the tanks. The Municipality ought to keep a 
reserve police for watching the tanks, itself paying them. The drains and 
cess-pools ought to be cleared every day and some deep wells ought to be sunk 


in the town. Special care should he taken to water the roads and clear the 
privies. 


Cholera in Bankura town. 


(9)—Raitlways and communications, including canals and trrigation. 


30. The Sanjivans [Calcutta ' of the 19th March, says:— 

Though it is said that Mr. Mills lost his life by 
his own negligence, yet a careful consideration of 
the accidents due to electric tramcars; shows that the Tramway Company is 


Tramcar accidents. 


more to blame for these accidents than the passengers. ‘The cases of death 


hitherto recorded show that only the first class passengers meet with accidents. 
The first class cars are not properly built. The Company is responsible for 
these deaths. Had the Government made a provision in the Calcutta Tramway 
Act that a man trying to get into a moving tramcar should be punished, there 
would not have been so many accidents within so short a time. 


31. A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 20th March, says 


that on the evening of the 22nd February last a 
man armed with a dagger leaped on the foutboard 
of a female carriage in a train on the Howra-Amta Railway just as it entered a 
jungly portion beyond the Kadamtala station. There wasa girl. bedecked with 
ewels in the carriage. God knows what would have been her fate had it not 
en for a eunuch who, with great courage and dexterity, compelled the 
scoundrel to take to his heels, What is astonishing in this connection is that 
® screams of the women and the loud cries of the men in the adjoining carriages 
failed to draw the attention of either the guard or the driver of the train. 
Again, on the 26th February last, the evening train collided with a bullock- 
cart at Sunpur and was slightly injured. At that time the occurrence did not 


Railway complaints. 


come to the notice of either the guard or the driver of the train. Their atten-. 


tion _was, however, drawn to it at the Baltikari station. Here the train was 
detained for half-an-hour and the cart was found out and handed over to the 
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lice. On being asked about the cause of the delay, the guard said th 
oan doing his dary. But this duty would have been done fur better and fn 
far less waste of time, if it had, been done at the time of the occurrence, There 
was a sick man in the cart, and he too was probably sent to the police. 


$2. While thanking the Government of India for its solicitude to secure 
the comfort of third class passengers, the same 
paper says that the promotion of a number of low 
grade railway officers to high posts in the East Indian Railway is causing q 
ood deal of mismanagement init. A third class passenger arriving at the 
owrah station a short time before the starting of a train cannot enter the 
platform without first gratifying the gate-keeper with a pice or two. Passengers 
intending to travel in first or second class are roughly asked to show their 
tickets ut the gate, if they happen to be natives and ordinarily dressed. And 
yet tickets cannot be procured except by entering on the platform. A corres. 
pondent writes to the effect that one day, recently, when the 49 up-train was 
standing in No. 2 platform two police constables were checking tickets at the 
small gate by the side of the third class gate of No. 1 platform and were 
mercilessly belabouring with canes such passengers as were making delays in 
producing their tickets, and that all the other gates of the No. 2 platform being 
closed, even those passengers who had tickets for higher classes, were obliged to 
enter by that small gate. The editor does not disbelieve the complaint, 
although it may not be proved by an enquiry instituted into it by the authori- 
ties concerned, such is the value of railway enquiries. If the Agent or any of 
his subordinates takes a short trip to the station he will be able to see every- 
thing with his own eyes, The employment of uncultured hot-headed low class 
Eurasians as Ticket Collectors, Guards, Ticket Examiners, &c., is responsible 
for the largeness of the number of railway complaints. Who has ever heard 
any of them to use courtious words like ‘ please,” ‘‘Sir,” &c., to a native? 
Sometimes these Eurasian railway servants enter first or second class carriages 
without tickets or even passes, and disgust and annoy the native passengers there 
by their coarse bearing and rough jokes. And yet it is for employing more 
such Eurasians in Government service that Government is trying its best for 
the last few years. And according to the Sanjivant a secret meeting was held 
for the purpose in Delhi on the occasion of the Durbar. Eurasians are the fruits 
of the sins of Englishmen and Anglo-Indians are their cousins, It is therefore 
not astonishing that the unjust Government of the country would seek to 
maintain them by any means, fair or foul. There could have been no 
Objection to this if these protegés of the Government had been good, expert 
and dutiful servants. But by giving indulgence to them in spite of the com- 
plaints of passengers Goverument is only earning the censure of the public. 


33. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 21st March, says :— 
‘The Sanjivant has published a report of a 
meeting of various Railways authorities in Delhi 
at the Durbar time. The report has filled the public with misgivings. It is 
rumoured that henceforth appointments in Railway offices will be given only 
to Europeans and Eurasians. We. do not believe that Lord Curzon will 
sanction this measure. ‘To favour a certain creed or class is not the policy of 


Government. Government wants ability. The Proclamation of the late 
Queen Victoria insists on this point. 


34. The Dacca Gazette [Dacca] of the 23rd March writes in its English 


: i columns :— | 
A bolt from the bine. “Verily, we have fallen on evil times. Upon 


no other consideration can we account for the many strange things happening 
in India during the regime of one of the most independent and high-mind 

Viceroys that ever came to rule over us. We publish elsewhere the report of 
an alle ed Conference held by the principal Railway Officers of the different 
Indian Railway lines who assembled at De.hi on the occasion of the Coronation 


Eurisians in railway service. 


Appointments in railways. 


Darbar. The enterprising Editor of the Sanjivani has unearthed that precious 


document for which he deserves the best thanks of the coun try. It seems, the 
whole thing was managed with the utmost secrecy, even the accredited organs 
of the Anglo-Indian community not being taken into confidence, Or it may 
be, they knew all about the matter and only awaited its further development. 
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But thanks to the enterprise of the Sanytvant, this conspiracy of silence has 
been broken through. are 
“ But we confess, we can hardly persuade ourselves to believe that such 
a plan had been arranged with the knowledge of the India Government, Let 
us fondly hope that our’ veteran contemporary has been hoaxed by some 
mischievous people. We do fully well remember in what scathing terms 
Lord Curzon rebuked the Anglo-Indians who asked for special treatment in 
favour of the members of the Eurasian community in the matter of the distri- 
bution of Government patronage. His Lordship strongly deprecated the idea 
that any particular community should at all ask for special favour. He gave 
them to understand in plain language that nobody should expect favour in 
such matters. These appointments will always be bestowed on the best- 
qualified and most deserving men without any distinction of caste, creed and 
colour, We repeat, we are not prepared to be lieve that Lord Curzon should so 
soon forget the principle enunciated in a public speech and thus stultify himself 
by even secretly countenancing such a revolutionary proposal. But we forget. 
In these degenerate days statesmen have short memories—the higher their 
position the shorter their memory. Will Lord Curzon prove an exception to 
the rule? Be it so, is our fervent prayer. , | 
‘Should it after all prove to be too true, what are weto think of the 
noble words used in the Darbar proclamation? We were formally and 
solemnly assured by our Emperor Edward VII that His Imperial Majesty will 
tread in the footsteps of his illustrious mother. Is it not blowing hot and cold 
in the same breath? While His Majesty’s representative was proclaiming in a 
public Darbar assembled for that special object equal rights and privileges for 
all classes of his subjects, in another corner of that great field some of the 
high Railway servants, headed by a Government departmental head officer, 
sat in solemn conclave to devise means to snatch away the small crumbs 
vouchsafed tothe Indians in the matter of Government patronage! Such is 
the irony of fate!! It will be seen henceforth a systematic effort will be made 
to oust the Indians from all the places of responsibility and respectability. 
Not only this. All posts of the value of Rs. 30 and upwards will be reserved 
for the so-called Anglo-Indians of all shades and hues. They will not stop here. 
They propose to give the posts of signal men and gate-keepers to the Anglo- 
Indians. What next and next? Even now Indians are shut out from almost 
all the posts of higher ranks in our Railways. We realise the situation fully 
well. Such being the case, we do not particularly quarrel with them if all the 
higher grade posts are reserved for Englishmen who are only made of flesh 
and blood like ourselves and consequently liable to frailties common to human 
kind. ‘They cannot help giving the snug berths to their own kith and kin. 
It is the natural impulse which nobody can resist. But there is a limit to it, 
and when that limit is exceeded, we raise our voice agaiust such iniquitous 
acts. Besides, Europeans with low pay are more liable to abuse the trust 
reposed on them than Indians. The experiment has been tried several times 
with the same result. European Deputy Magistrates have proved an utter 
failure. The reason is not far to seek. Living is very dear for Europeans in 
this country, and so they cannot make both ends meet with the small pa 
generally given to the Indians. So necessity which knows no law compe 


them to have recourse to unfair means to make up the deficiency. Should the - 


Railway officers try the experiment over again? | 

‘May we ask, wh this hankering after Government appointments? We 
are always taunted as being a nation of place-hunters. Our rulers are known 
to be a nation of shop-keepers. We do not use the term, in reproach. Are we 
to understand this self-reliant nation having come in contact with us, are 


turning over a new leaf and adapti themselves to their surroundings? 
Physician heal thyself.” oe 2) 


; 


30. The People and Prativasi (Calcutta) of the 24th March publishes in. 


its English columns the following:— __. 


The station master of Hooghly. “BR abu S ama Charan‘Gu ta, the former Head- 


master of the Hugli Training Schovl, had to pass one night in the lock up and 
put up with other sorts of indignities and oppressions under the pastry, | 


circumstances, He wanted to get into a carriage of a certain mail bagged 
seated. 


was in the act of overcoming the resistance offered by the passengers 
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within when the train got in motion. The mail train stops at the Hughli station 
only for 3 or 4 minutes, and though the intending passenger tried to get in as 
soon as the train came to the platform, he did not succeed in consequencs of 
the resistance offered, und in the meantime the train began to move again, 
We do not think any one can think of accusing such a person of being rash 
enough to make an attempt at boarding a railway carriage while in motion, 
Bat the station master of tbe Hughli station fancied that he was guilty of such 
an offence, kept him in the lock up for a whole night, and gave him lots of 
trouble. The prosecution instituted against the gentleman did not stand and 
the charge could not be brought home tohim, The gentleman in question 
after taking his trial and coming out unscathed has sued the Station Master for 
. Weare waiting to see how this fresh case terminates. We can’t sa 

whether the Station Master who indulged in a criminal abuse of power, will be 
taught a lesson by being made to pay a heavy amount for damages, But why 
should not the railway authorities who are known to be desirous of being kind 
and sympathetic towards the passengers take serious notice of the conduct of 
such a Station Master? ‘The Station Master of such an important station as 
Hugli cannot be supposed to be devoid of common sense enough to know when 
to put a man to trouble for seeking to get into arailwuy carriage in motion, 
This is a clear case of oppressing an innocent and respectable man. The 
gentleman was sufficiently sober and sensible not to seek to break his neck b 

trying to get into a carriage in motion. A European would not perhaps credit 
a Rengalee Babu with such an adventurous spirit except for pu‘ting him to 
trouble. We hope Syama Churan Babu and his friends will do their best to 
bring the Station Master to justice and the Railway authorities will not let 
loose upon the railway-travelling public, men who take a delight in oppressing 


passengers.” 


(h)— General. 
36. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika (Calcutta] of the 
18th March writes :-—_ , 
rennin The Lieutenant-Governor’s visit to Puri has 
now been a theme of public discussion. It is 
rumoured that the Lieutenant-Governor visited Puri in order to settle the 
question of the management of the Puri temple. The Hindus are anxious to 


know what policy Government will follow in this case, It is hoped the 
Government will not hurt the feelings of the Hindus. 


37. The Sanjivani, (Caleutta] of the 19th March says:— 
etnies sf eas a cd ve = ke — reagong + . - 
, hast poin y the Imperial Government has hitherto 
ae eee eee been published yg von Hp at But Lord Curzon 
has made a departure from this practice. He has ordered that no evidence 
given before such commissions should be published by Government. In reply 
to a question asked by the Honorable Professor Gokhale in the Imperial Legisla- 
tive Council it was said that it was superfluous to publish such evidence, as the 
sarge learnt what it was from the summary reports published in newspapers. 
ut the public will not be able either to carry so much matter in their memory 
for along time or to understand the recommendations of Commissions without 
@ careful perusal of the reports on which such recommendations are based. 
38. The same paper says:— 


a Lord Curzon has to abandon his idea about 

i) = “ Ses ar the construction of the Victoria Memorial Hall in the 
new teil. oe middle of the maidan on account of the whimsical 
; 5 + arenage of a few European merchants of Calcutta. 

In order to satisfy them he as sanctioned its erection close to the Presidency 
Jail, The Jail buildings will be demolished and the garden of the proposed 
Hall will occupy _the grounds to beso prepared. The Bengal Government 
will have to demolish the Jail buildings cad erect fresh buildings for the Jail 
elsewhere at its own cost, The cost has been estimated at 7 or 8 lake of 
rupees, which will be met from money paid by the poor tax-payers. Ist 
justice to rg a few per ey merchants at the expense of the poor tax- 
payers? T’his cost should be borne by those who object to the erection of the 
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Hall on the north-east of the fort, and the Bengal Government should 
not sanction 7 or 8 lakhs of rupees for the purpose. 
39, A correspondent writes in the same paper -— 

It is rumoured in Naogon, in Assam, that the 
Chief Commissioner has intimated that a clerk 
employed under the local Board should be dis- 
missed for having lent money to a thskadar of the Board. An enquiry will 
bring to light the fact that not only the clerks of the Board. but also many 
employés of the Government carry on such transactions, which are contrary to 
the rulesof Government. An amia of the —— - Office at Naogon supplies 
boxes to another es oe for carrying money. He makes considerable profit 
from this business. It will also be found on enquiry that most Government 
employés are so related that a complaint against any of them scarely reaches: 

e authorities. ae , 

” 40. A correspondent of the Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 20th March says 


that on the 21st February last two boatloads of 
Exaction by servants of the 


wood belonging to Babus Nivaran Chandra Ghosh 
nr and Kanailal Mitra, owner of wood golas Nos. 


17 and 18 in Canal West Road, were being carried to the golas when a Chaprast 
of the local Forester came and began to load a bullock cart with pieces of the 
wood, with the object of taking them away. On the goladars remonstrating 
with him for so doing he got angry, abused them and said, in a spirit of 
bravado, that it was the practice for the Chaprasi of Foresters to take 5 maunds 
of wood from each boat loaded with wood. He then took away 10 maunds 
of wood from the two boats. The Chaprast of the Khal jamadar has also to 
be paid one or two rupees for each boat laden with wood. The Forester’s 
men also generall e from one to eight rupees for signing each manjt’s pass. 
The attention of the authorities is drawn to the matter. 

41. -The People and Prativass [Calcutta] of the 20th March writes in its 
English columns :— : 
| ‘¢Sometimes people have to be: given credit 
for only doing their duty. And we have to be thankful to the Government 
for the little reduction of taxation only because it has all along refused to 
extend the relief to the tax-paying population to which they are so legitimately 
entitled when the finances are said to be looking up. We have been put off 
with this and that plea since 1882 and the Government should not blame us 


lawfal conduct — of some 
enumana employés in Assam. 


Reduction of taxation. 


SaNJIVANT, 


Mar, 19th, 1908. 


if the heart, grown sick by hope deferred, cannot indulgei n a natural expression — 


of joy for this small mercy shewn. We welcomed the glad tidings of reduction 
of taxation announced at yesterday’s Council Meeting, not so much for the 
actual relief promised as for the accommodating attitude which we thought, 
the Government might henceforth be led to assume. So far as Bengal is con- 
cerned the middle class is not well off and the exemptions of incomes below 
Rs. 1,000 from income-tax might be a relief to a hard-pressed section of our 
countrymen. But the small mercy shewn to the masses would not bring any 
appreciable relief to them. Last year the Honorable Finance Member in dis- 
emp g of the arguments of those who urged the necessity of reducing the Salt 


ax said, if we remember right, something like this: ‘Any reduction would not 
be of much benefit to the 


eople. And the point is if we are in a position to 


grant a reduction whose salutary consequence will be felt by the people.’ 


We don’t know whether any such idea occurred to the Finance Member while 
thinking of the reduction of Salt Tax, this year. 

‘As for the actual surpluses and forecasts of surpluses we shall never be 
able to offer our sincere congratulations to the Government till it satisfactorily 
meets the arguments of those who contend that the surpluses are only currency 
surpluses, that the artificial value of the rupee is responsible for the want of 
correspondence between the condition of the people and that of the Imperial 
exchequer. We have yet to be told whether the solvency of the State coffer 
implies a ea ge g solvency of the Ryots or it is the result of a the 
country d e hope the debate on the Financial Statement ‘will throw 
some light on the subject.” | 


42, The'same paper has in its English columns the following :— 


tnd of ll hare” az. Ware on Hare has given to the question about the removal of 


houses of ill-fame from the vicinity of Educational 


1 


‘‘From the reply which the Honourable Mr, 
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Institutions in last Saturday’s meeting of the Bengal Council it appears that 
the Government are not likely to be up and doing in the maiter. The 
Honorable member has said ‘ Government is aware that houses of ill-fame are 
to be found in the vicinity of Educational Institutions at Bankipur, Bhagalpur 
and elsewhere. Local officers do what they can to remove and control them 
but the matter is one of great difficulty and unless the inmates break the law 
their removal can hardly be enforced.’ This is begging the question, Woe 
know that the Government find it very difficult _to deal with the question 
and have hitherto done very little to grapple with it, we only wanted them to 
put forth a little more energy than they have hitherto done in combating this 
evil and wanted to know if they were prepared to do it. Besides what is the 
difficulty in the matter we do not very well see. A remote corner of the town 
might be set apart for public women ; those who have got houses in other parts 
of the town might be asked to dispose of them to their advantage. The 
gal Government can see their way to demolish the Presidency Jail to humour 
the India Government and the Anglo-Indian citizens of Calcutta. Can’t the 

do anything to remove brothels from the vicinity of Educational Institutions? 


Where there is a will there isa way. I¢ this is true in the case of an individual 
how much more true it is in the case of an almighty Government.” 


43, The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] is glad that Lord Curzon has, at last, 
succeeded in persuading Lord George Hamilton 


Reduction of the Income and 


iat meee to reduce the Income and Salt taxes. Of course 
| this is a good act done for the Indians hy His 


Excellency. 


44, The Nihar (Contai] of the 24th March thanks Lord Curzon for the 

reduction of the salt duty and the raising of the 
minimum income on which income-tax is in future 
to be levied. The latter measure will greatly benefit the middle class,‘ and the 


former, if it leads to a reduction in the price of salt, will be a boon to the 
poor. | 


The remission of taxation. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


45. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
. 18th March says:— 

on Tae? eee Lord Curzon is not at heart a bad ruler. The 

speeches which he has up to this time delivered 

show that he is not only a wise politician and a good orator, but also a sympa- 

thetic ruler, but we find great discrepancy between what he says and what he 

does, Some of his measures are most injurious to the interests of the country. 

He could have easily saved local self-government by o posing the Calcutta 

Municipal Bill. His Durbar and his Victoria Memorial Fund have been 

ruinous to the country. These measures will go a great way to show that Lord 
Curzon cannot be regarded as a true friend of India. 

But the reason of this discrepancy between his word and his act is plain. 
His Excellency has to serve two parties, the people of India and the India 
Council at Home. In whatever he does he has to keep an eye on the interests 
of both the parties. Whenever he tries to please one of them the other makes 
arow. This is'the reason why he bas been forced to pass measures which 
militate against the interests of the people of India. He has nothing to gain 
by praising the Natives, bat he has everything to lose by offending the 

uropeans. But in spite of this, his sympathy for the Natives, manifest in his 
public speeches, proves that he is at heart a friend of India. ; 

Had His Excellency not been a friend of India, he could have easily | 
accepted as final the principal points in the Report of the Universities. Commis- 
sion which ]iad commended themselves to him personally. But when he found 
that the ig were opposed to the alee of the Commission, His 
Excellency did not accept the Report. Such generosity was not found in any 
other Governor-General, No previous Viceroy ever spent so much money. 0F 
underwent so much physical labour on the outbreak of a famine as His 
Excellency did during the iast famine. If His Excellency can 9 the two 


parties, he will be able to earn the gratitude of the people of India and the 
praise of his countrymen, of uss pope 


46. The Sanjivani Calcutta} of the 19th March says that Mr. Allen’s 
recommendations for improving the agricultural 

Mr. Allen’s i system of this country are unworkable. No culti- 
for. L. a i es vator will use bone or night-soil manure. Mr. 
™ Allen should discover some other manure. He 
should discover something which, used with cowdung, will increase its fertilising 
properties. He should also devise a method for the preservation of cows in 


this country. . : | 
47. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 20th March says that the plague: 
= which was once confined to Bombay, and was there- 
The prosperity of India. — fore commonly called the “ Bombay disease,” has 
now spread nearly all over India, The dire disease is carrying away Indians 
at the rate of 30,000 per week, that is to say, 107 per hour. The Péoncer news- 
aper says that sixty-five lakhs of Indians have died of this disease within the 
last six years and a half. In spite of quarantine, segregation, plague examina- 
tion ed other precautions and restrictions enforced by the Government, and of 
the theories propounded, and the enormous expenses incurred, the Indians are 
dying of plague by hundreds and thousands. Again, how many lakhs of them 
have died of starvation within this six years and a half? Is not such large 
mortality, caused. by visitations like plague and famine, unparalleled in the 
history of the world ? It is doubtful whether the ten years’ civil war in America 
carried away such a lage number of people. Within the last hundred years 
three crores and twenty lakhs of Indians have died of starvation. Even the 
thought of this makes one’s blood curdle in one’s veins.. Perhaps so large a 
number of people did not perish in the hundred years’ war. And yet just and 
conscientious officials unhesitatingly declare in Parliament that under British 
rule India is prospering day after day. Who is to explain this curious 
riddle ? 


48. A-respectuble pleader writing to the same paper from Narayanganj, 
in the Dacca district, says that Sahab Ali and 
Nabab Ali, the son and brother, respectively, of 
Jehhab Ali, an inhabitant of the Chardighaldi village near Narayanganj, have 
been enticed away by arkatis from Calcutta to Assam, and there engaged as 
coolies under a four years’ contract in the Mathurapur tea garden under the 
Safar Post Office, in the Sibsagar district. The poor men have written two 
letters to the effect that they were enticed away by arkatis and engaged as 
coolies, that they have to work very hard on almost no pay, that people go 


there only to die and never to return to their home, and that they will soon die 
if they are not rescued, 


_ Again, Jogis Chandra De, a young Kayastha, has written a letter to 
his mother to the effect that he has to till the ground like a cultivator 
and work from long before sunrise to long after sunset, that sometimes he gets 
one meal a day, and sometimes he has to pass a day without a meal, that the 
eye-disease from which he has been suffering has greatly increased, that he 
receives no salary, that he has to work even in illness, that one month’s stay at 
the place will kill him, and that his Sahed has told him that if he is not ransomed 
by the payment of Rs. 125 within a month, the amount will be doubled. 

The sufferers in both the labour cases are poor and have no means to pay 


the ransom money. The attention of the Chief Commissioner of Assam is 
drawn to the matter. 


49. The People and Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 23rd March has the 
following in its English columns :— 

‘‘ While unveiling Lady Lansdowne’s portrait 
last Saturday, Lord Curzon referred to Maharaja 
Sir Narendra Krishna’s death in these terms :—‘ In 
acknowledging the vote of thanks, I should like to take the o portunity of say- 
ing how sincerely I join in the regret expressed by Sir Patrick Playfair at the 
loss that we have all siffered in the death of Maharaja Sir Narendra Krishna. 
Only yesterday I learned from Sir Patrick that he was to second the vote of 
thanks to me this afternoon; and now, instead of being with us and speaking 
here, he is already lying in his grave. Nothing could bring home to us more 


clearly the conditions under which we all live in India, or the suddenness of 


~ Cooly cases in Assam. 


Lord Curzon’s tribute to the 


memory of the late Maharaja 
Narendra Krishna. 


SANJVANI, 


Mar. 19th, 1908. 


HITAVADI, 


Mar, 20th, 1903. 


HITAVADI. 


PEOPLE AND 
PRATIVASI, 


Mar. 23rd, 198, 
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the vicissitudes to which we are — I venture to say that we shall long 
remember dear old Sir Narendra Krishna, as the finest type of an upright and 
public-spirited Indian gentleman, prominent in all good works and devoted to 
the interests of this place; and that I am only giving utterance to what will be 
a feeling of public and universal mourning when I deplore his sad and sudden 
end. : 

Here there is a pearl of truth mixed with chaff. The suddenness with 
which death sometinies comes upon a man is a peculiarity to the Indian soil, in 
other lands perhaps it does not come without giving previous warning, 
Mr. Caine was a victim to this suddenness, and the reason is not far to seek— 
though born in an alien soil, he loved India and her people. 

_ ©The plain moral of the above sentences is perhaps this. The white man 
should be thanked, for besides carrying his burden in this trying climate he 
exposes himself to a suddenness of death which is not known anywhere else in 
the world. A future Viceroy will perhaps say that death itself isa curse not 
known outside India.” 


BenGaLt TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
» Lhe 28th March, 1908. Bengali Translator. 
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